3 - The Fixer: Ronald Stark 


In May 1969 in Paris, a student at Cambridge University (name 
unknown) met 31 years old fellow American, Ronald Stark, at a 
left-wing demonstration. As fellow ‘heads’ they got round to 
talking about the politics of drugs. The student mentioned that 
he was friendly with David Solomon, who was now living in 
Cambridge. Having first dropped acid the previous year, Stark 
was very interested in Solomon’s writings and said he would like 
to meet him in person. When the American student returned to 
Cambridge he told Solomon all about his meeting with Stark, 
who had said in all seriousness that he wanted to turn on the 
world to LSD. As Solomon had a similar ambition, he 
immediately wrote to Stark, inviting him to visit and discuss their 
mutual interests. In the summer of 1969, Stark arrived at 


Grantchester Meadows. 


In their conversations, Solomon confided in Stark that he had a 
brilliant chemist working for him on his long-term project to 
produce THC. Not only that, his chemist could make LSD, for 
which Solomon, had access to starting materials. Stark was keen 
to meet the chemist, so Solomon telephoned Kemp and urged 
him to come to Cambridge straight away and meet someone 
‘really important’. When Kemp arrived, the three of them spent 
the weekend discussing LSD and THC production. Stark invited 
Solomon and Kemp to meet him in London at the Oxford and 
Cambridge Club on Pall Mall, where he had convinced the 
management that he had been to Harvard University (he hadn’t) 
and thus qualified for membership. At the meeting, Stark 
proposed that Kemp come and work in his state-of-the-art Paris 
laboratory, which was housed at the PACS chemical company in 


the 13" Arrondissement. 


Kemp had become aware that Solomon and Arnaboldi regarded 
themselves as his agents, entitled to a transfer fee plus a 
percentage of whatever he got from Stark. Stark was not keen on 
the idea of a transfer fee for someone not legally bound to his 


employment; and he didn’t like percentage deals as they were 


open to double-crossing. What was finally agreed was that Kemp 
would work in Stark’s lab in Paris on the THC project and that 
Solomon and Arnaboldi would be supplied with Stark’s LSD at 
the very cheap price of 900 dollars a gram. 


Just after Christmas 1969, Kemp travelled to Morocco to spend 
time with Stark and his British assistant, Simon Walton. For 
several days in Casablanca they relaxed, smoked Kif and 
discussed future plans. Kemp, who had been refused sabbatical 
leave by his university, was persuaded by Stark to abandon his 
PHD and sign a legal contract with him to synthesize THC, for 
which he would be paid living expenses and get a percentage of 
the royalties on sales. The three of them travelled on to 
Switzerland and Kemp placed the contract in a safe deposit box 
at a bank in Geneva. Kemp returned to Liverpool and told his 


supervisor of his decision to abandon his PHD. 


In January 1970, Kemp reported for work in Paris, where Stark 
introduced him to the people he had billeted together in a roomy 
apartment on the Left Bank, near his laboratory. According to 
Christine Bott, they were ‘a sexually ambiguous group of people’: 
Stark’s British boyfriend, Simon Walton; Stark’s girlfriend, 
Henrietta Kaimer, ‘who was a prostitute with a small clientele 
who were high ranking members of the government’; Stark’s 
American chemist, Tord Svenson, who had operated an LSD lab 
in Boston which was busted in 1967; and another American, 
David Linker, also gay, who had performed in the Paris 
production of the musical, Hair. Bott recalled that Linker, who 
was also a chemist, ‘helped Richard cope with the excesses and 


insanities that surrounded Ron’. 


Stark told Kemp he had a few hundred grams of ergotamine 
tartrate he wanted converted into LSD on order to complete his 
latest production run. Kemp expressed unease about this, as he 
understood that he been hired for making THC, not LSD. Stark 
reassured him; claiming that under French law, making LSD in 
bulk was legal, providing it wasn’t converted into individual 


doses. Kemp wasn’t entirely convinced by this assurance but 


went along with it anyhow. After another batch of LSD was 
produced at the lab, Kemp resumed work on the THC project, 
trying crack the synthesis, using the Olivetol/Verbenol route. He 
managed to make a crude active amount but was still unable to 


produce pure, stable THC. 


Stark sent Tord Svenson back to the US to organise tableting 
and distribution of LSD. When he got an order for a large 
consignment, another production run got underway in Paris 
using 8 kilos of ergotamine tartrate (ET). The team, Kemp 
included, worked at night when no one else was on the premises 
of the PACS chemical company. Because the purified LSD 
became light and dusty, there was a danger that the air could 
dose anyone in the building who wasn’t kitted out with a mask 


and protective clothing. 


One night Kemp put a flask containing his muddy synthesis of 
LSD in the freezer. Unexpectedly the contents bloomed into 
white crystals of almost pure LSD. Kemp had _ accidently 
discovered that the purification process could be speeded up 
without using chromatography. Within two weeks they produced 


1,240 grams of LSD, enough for six million trips. 


On visits to England, Stark had noticed that Solomon had a slack 
approach to security and confidentiality; talking about the 
‘business’ to too many people. Stark advised Kemp to steer clear 
of him, but Kemp, according to Christine Bott, had come to see 
Solomon as something as a father-figure; he kept in touch with 


him via telephone without Stark knowing about it. 


